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Christmas Dinner  
 

Wow that was quite a night! The energy in the Great Hall at Brooks 

was palpable, as students from many parts of the world mingled with 

each other, their homestay families and invited guests. 

Our International extravaganza was M.C.’d by three charismatic 

Brazilian students; Marcos, Arion and Maria Clara. Their flair for 

showmanship set the stage for a fun and exciting evening. Highlights 

included traditional First Nation dancing and singing performed by 

some of our International students. 

The traditional Canadian Christmas dinner was prepared by VIU 

Culinary Arts students and was outstanding. The evening ended with 

a visit from Santa who had many gifts to deliver. Our International 

students must have been good girls and boys this year, as nearly all 

of them received a present! 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make this evening so 

memorable, in particular Lori Alexander for her organizational 

genius.  

 

Did You Know? 
 

The Brazilian government sponsors 1,000 high school students a 

year to attend school for six months in another country and Canada 

is the second most popular destination for these students after the 

United States. 

The purpose of this educational and cultural initiative is for the 

Brazilian students to develop critical and global thinking skills. 

Language development is secondary to the problem solving skills 

which the government hopes the students will have developed when 

they return home to their communities.  

Powell River was fortunate to receive 35 of the 700 students who 

were placed across Canada. These motivated and keen students have 

added a lot of vibrancy to our school. Many teachers have 

commented on how hard working and focused the Brazilian students 

are. 

Seeing that this is the third year of a five year Brazilian government 

plan to sponsor students in different countries around the world, we 

are hopeful that more will come to Powell River next year. 

  

Student Profile  
Marcos Junior 

 

Like most of his 

other Brazilian 

compatriots at 

Brooks School, 

this is the first time 

16 year old Marcos 

Junior has 

travelled outside of 

his country. So far 

Marcos likes 

everything about 

his time spent in Canada, including the 

people he has met and his new school. He 

was very polite in saying that he is not 

exactly crazy about Canadian food 

though! 

You will often find Marcos ice-skating at 

the Complex on the weekends with his 

friends, and he is proud of the fact that he 

has learned to skate backwards. He is 

hoping to watch his first Canadian hockey 

game soon. 

At school Marcos is very outgoing, 

hardworking and a positive role model. 

His favourite subjects are math and 

physics and he hopes to study mechanical 

engineering at a Brazilian university when 

he graduates from high school. 

Marcos feels that Powell River is a very 

beautiful place with lots of nice lakes and 

beaches. When the weather was warmer 

he liked to play beach volleyball. 

His words of advice to other International 

students who want to come to Powell 

River are: “Keep practicing your English 

skills and never give up.” 

Thank you Marcos for adding so much to 

our school! 

Next time, from Germany: 

Johanna Sous 

Important Dates 
 December 17  Winter Wonderland skate at 10:30am @ the Complex 

 December 19  Last day of classes before Christmas Holidays 

 January 5  School Reopens  

Contact  
Gerry Brach 
Int’l Program Counselor 
gerry.brach@sd47.bc.ca 

www.sd47.bc.ca/intl 

 


